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An official website of the United States government.

We've made some changes to EPA.gov. If the information you are
looking for is not here, you may be able to find it on the EPA Web
Archive or the January 19, 2017 Web Snapshot.

Close

Criteria Air Pollutants

The Clean Air Act requires EPA to set 
 for six common air pollutants (also known as "
"). These pollutants are found all over the U.S. They can harm your

health and the environment, and cause property damage.
 
Learn how EPA sets, reviews and revises standards (  and

), determines whether areas meet the standards, and works
with areas to attain and maintain the standards.
 

Ground-level Ozone

Ozone Pollution
Setting and Reviewing Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents
Implementing the Standards
Air Quality Designations

Particulate Matter

Particle Pollution
Setting and Reviewing the Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents

National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) criteria air
pollutants

primary standards
secondary standards

https://www.epa.gov/
https://archive.epa.gov/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/process-reviewing-national-ambient-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/naaqs-designations-process
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/naaqs-implementation-process
https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-ozone-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/ozone-o3-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/ground-level-ozone-pollution/applying-or-implementing-ozone-standards
https://www.epa.gov/ozone-designations
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-particulate-matter-pm-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/particulate-matter-pm-air-quality-standards
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Implementing Standards
Air Quality Designations

Carbon Monoxide

Carbon Monoxide Pollution
Setting and Reviewing Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents
Implementing the Standards
Air Quality Designations

Lead

Lead Pollution
Setting and Reviewing Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents
Implementing the Standards
Air Quality Designations

Sulfur Dioxide

Sulfur Dioxide Pollution
Setting and Reviewing Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents for Primary Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents for Secondary Standards
Implementing the Standards
Air Quality Designations

https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/applying-or-implementing-particulate-matter-pm-standards
https://www.epa.gov/particle-pollution-designations
https://www.epa.gov/co-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/co-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/co-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-carbon-monoxide-co-pollution-outdoor-air
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/carbon-monoxide-co-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/co-pollution/applying-or-implementing-outdoor-air-carbon-monoxide-co-standards
https://www.epa.gov/green-book/green-book-carbon-monoxide-1971-area-information
https://www.epa.gov/lead-air-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/lead-air-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/lead-air-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-lead-pb-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/lead-pb-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/lead-air-pollution/applying-or-implementing-lead-pb-standards
https://www.epa.gov/lead-designations
https://www.epa.gov/so2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/so2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/so2-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-so2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/sulfur-dioxide-so2-primary-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/nitrogen-dioxide-no2-and-sulfur-dioxide-so2-secondary-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/so2-pollution/applying-or-implementing-sulfur-dioxide-standards
https://www.epa.gov/sulfur-dioxide-designations
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Nitrogen Dioxide

Nitrogen Dioxide Pollution
Setting and Reviewing Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents for Primary Standards
Scientific and Technical Documents for Secondary Standards
Implementing the Standards
Air Quality Designations

Resources

Summary Table of the Current NAAQS
AirNow - Air Quality Forecast
Air Quality Trends
Air Emissions Sources
Greenbook - Nonattainment Areas
State Implementation Plan Status and Information

Related Information

Air Quality Data and Tools
Air Quality Management Process
Clean Air Act
Hazardous Air Pollutants
Permitting Under the Clean Air Act
Regional Consistency
Technical Air Pollution Resources
Visibility and Haze
Voluntary Programs for Improving Air Quality

https://www.epa.gov/no2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/no2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/no2-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-no2-pollution
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/nitrogen-dioxide-no2-primary-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/naaqs/nitrogen-dioxide-no2-and-sulfur-dioxide-so2-secondary-air-quality-standards
https://www.epa.gov/no2-pollution/applying-or-implementing-nitrogen-dioxide-standards
https://www.epa.gov/nitrogen-dioxide-designations
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/naaqs-table
https://www.airnow.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/air-emissions-sources
https://www.epa.gov/green-book
https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-implementation-plans/sip-status-reports
https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-data-and-tools
https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-management-process
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview
https://www.epa.gov/haps
https://www.epa.gov/caa-permitting
https://www.epa.gov/title-v-operating-permits/current-regulations-and-regulatory-actions
https://www.epa.gov/technical-air-pollution-resources
https://www.epa.gov/visibility
https://www.epa.gov/voluntary-programs-improving-air-quality
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